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Shangla: Cultural and Historical Study

Atha ur Rehman Atha !, Sher Zaman Seemab 2

Humans are by nature social beings as they are naturally oriented towards their own
kinship. Without this affiliation and co-existence which serve as stimuli for survival,
human could not have ostensibly lived a peaceful and meaningful life. Across time,
when human beings started early societies and began living together, it was this
collectivism and cohesion that resulted in the formation of cultures and civilizations
which then paved way to evolutionary progress. On a broader term, all the nations of
the world and societies have their own distinct cultures that entail and serve to
connect them to their authentic culture and identity their beliefs, rituals and customs,
values, norms, morals and general behavior, and any other capabilities and social
habits acquired by man as a member of society. Also, culture measures cognitive
growth, quality and materialistic vitality of the society. Shangla is a poverty-stricken,
remote and out-of-step mountainous region of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with its
population exceeding seven hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants is not without its
distinct culture and colors steeped throughout its history. This research paper sheds
light on the distinct culture and colors of Shangla region with reference to its history
in an abridged way.
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“The attitudes, behaviour, beliefs, customs, habits, language and values that are
characteristics of a group, society or organization in a particular place and time, the

accumulated knowledge of which is passed to the next generation through
socialization“2
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“Culture is the Centre of a society and without culture no society even exist, it is the
main difference between human beings and animals it is a heritage transmitted from
one generation to another it includes all the wags and behavior in social life”3
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“Almost the entire population is Muslim (99.8%) with every small number of
Christians, Hindus and Ahmadis“. 4

:&) L‘sﬂ‘.} Q‘)}:’)W 19983&\.&309\ dc.ﬁqr.h

“All the inhabitants of the area are Muslims. Only a few Hindu families also reside in
chakesar village. The Muslim relates to the hanafi school of thought. There are several
religious schools in district shangla. “5
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“The average elevation of the district is 2000 to 3000 meters above the sea level; the
highest point (3,440m) is near Kuz Ghanshal in the north of the district. “6
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“Exploration of medical plants and their conservation status at higher attitude of
district, shangla, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. “7
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“Shangla is one of the mountainous areas consist of small and narrow villages. These
mountains are the western extremities of the great Himalayan ranges. The general
elevation of the district varies from 2000-3500m above the sea level. “8
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“It is said that the preaching of Islam in Shangla affected by Mehmood Ghaznavis

brave General Khushal Khan in or about 1000 AD. Dalazak Afghans became the ruler

of Swat and its allied areas in or about 1481 AD dalazak were defeated by Yousafzai

pathans and the local Inhabitants were pushed to district of hazara, where thay are still
residing and are known as Swatis. “11
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“Similarly some other areas of the district i.e Kana, Ghowarband, Lilawnai, Besham,
Chakaisar, Martung and Puran were brought in the administration in 1926. “12
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