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Abstract  

As an outcome of European Colonialism, the modern nation state 

tends to categorize languages of people on the larger spectrum that 

keep elite language [s] in the center and discard the wretched 

language [s] to the periphery. This paper offers a perspective of the 

voyage of Pashto language in the power corridors of language policy 

and planning in Pakistan. The position and condition of Pashto 

Language gathers a great weight of political economy and discourse 

on identity in Pakistan. The study of colonial and post-colonial 

approaches to Pashto as language of the most troublesome people on 

the greater fault line of 19th and 20th century great game and cold war 

respectively show that it has been contained and there are some 

historical developments in the post-colonial era of Pakistan in which 

Pashto amongst other native languages is provided space in the 

educational paradigms at primary levels.     

 This paper tends to through light on Language planning which 

consists of language’s status planning, corpus development and 

acquisition. Endeavors for imparting Pashto language as part of 

educational practices after 18th constitutional amendment has been 

discussed at levels of KPK and Baluchistan.   

  Keywords:  Colonialism, Education, Language Policy, Pashto Language, Status 

Planning 
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.(1) 

(2)

Language planning refers to deliberate efforts to influence the behavior of others with 

respect to the acquisition, structure, or functional allocation of their language codes  "(3) 
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“The cardinal point of this policy were to make Urdu ‘lingua franca of Paksitan’ and to teach 

it ‘as compulsory language in schools”(5)   
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“The freedom struggle from Bangladesh Originated from the Bengali Language Movement, 

in a way this is correct as the basic inspiration of the freedom struggle of the Bengali 

speaking people of Pakistan came mainly from linguistic nationalism,…Statistically 

Bengalies were 55% of total population, … and the Urdu speaking people of Paksitan were 

not more than 3% of total population”.(6)     

 

“That class was the product of the colonial transformation of Indian social structure in the 

nineteenth century and it comprised those who had received an education that would equip 

them for employment in the expanding colonial state apparatus for scribes and functionaries, 

the men (for few women were so employed) whose instrument of production was the 

pen”.(7) 
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.

 



 

 

78 

1948 

1930

(Ghettoization Potential) (9)

1970

80

                                  

)10(                   



 

 

79 

 

1973

251

The National language of Pakistan is Urdu, and arrangements shall be made for its being 

used for official and other purposes within fifteen years from the commencing day (11). 

 Without prejudice to the status of the National language, a Provincial Assembly may by law 

prescribe measures for the teaching, promotion and use of a Provincial language in addition 

to the National language (12). 



 

 

80 

 

 



 

 

81 

2013

(2019)

(13)

 



 

 

82 

 

  

  



 

 

83 

 

References: 
 

1) Rahman, T. (2001). The learning of Pashto in North India and Pakistan: An 

historical account. Journal of Asian History, 35(2), 158-187.. 

2) Conley, J. M., O'Barr, W. M., & Riner, R. C. (2019). Just words: Law, 

language, and power. University of Chicago Press. 

3) Bianco, J. L. (2004). 30 Language Planning as Applied Linguistics. The 
handbook of applied linguistics, 738. Khan, Dr. Muhammad Sohail (2018).  
Bacha Khan Vision of Alternative Education, Peshawar, p. 138 

4) Shah, S. W. A. (2010). Abdul Ghaffar Khan. Baacha Khan Trust Article Series. 
 

5) Rehman,T .(1999) Language, Education and Culture,  Oxford University 
Press, Karachi 1999, p.66 
 

6) Islam, R. (1978). The Bengali language movement and the emergence of 

Bangladesh. Language and Civilization Change in South Asia. Leiden, EJ Brill, 

142-152. 

7) Alavi, Hamza .)1958(.  Conditions of Political Advance in Pakistan’, Pakistan 

Today (summer).   

8) Rahman, T. (1999). The Teaching of Pashto: Identity Versus 

Employment (Vol. 46). Working Paper Series. 

9) Rehman, T. The Teaching of Pashto Identity Vs Employment, SDPI working 
paper 1999,p.8 

10) Rahman, T. (1997). The medium of instruction controversy in 

Pakistan. Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural Development, 18(2), 145-

154. 

11) Zaidi, S. B., & Zaki, S. (2017). English language in Pakistan: Expansion and 

resulting implications. Journal of Education & Social Sciences, 5(1), 52-67. 

12) Ibid 

13) Tarin, Shoukat, personal communication, May 15th, 2018.   


