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Evolution of Pashto Language in Swat 
 

 

 
Dr. Muhammad Ali Dinakhel 

 

Abstract 
Swat has its distinctive political, social, cultural and literary history. 

Swat has been recorded in ancient historical sources. Reg Veda has 

mentioned river Swat. Greek historian Arrian mentioned Swat for the 

first time in recorded history. Pashtun came to Swat from 11th to 16th 

century. Pashto literary tradition started in Swat with the arrival of 

Yusufzai Pashtuns in early 16th century. Pashto was declared as 

official language of Swat state in June 1937. When Swat stte was 

merged with Pakistan in 1969 Pashto continued to some extent to be 

the language but very soon it was replaced by Urdu and English.  This 

article attempts to explore the evolution and development of Pashto 

language in Swat from its inception to the end of nineteenth century.  
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On coming into authority, I declared Pashto to be the 

official language of the State and adopted the Urdu script as 

the style of writing. Special forms and registers were 

prepared in Pashto for use in offices and courts. Both 

officials and the public were directed to employ simple, 

every day language in all their writings, and express 
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themselves briefly and to the point, especially avoiding 
79. lengthy salutations and adulatory phrases 
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The medium of instruction in educational institutions in the 

state, however, was not Pukhto but was the one taught in 

British India and later in Pakistan, as the educational 

institutions were affiliatied there and the curriculum was 

also the same as in the rest of the country. Neverthless, all 

Swatis educated in these institutions were fluent in reading 
94and writing Pukhtu 
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