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Pashto as a Market language: An Analysis

el 5 ot 90 9 G

Said Ul Amin Ahsan Kheshgi*

ABSTRACT:

Renaissance (14%"-17™ Centuries), and Industrial Revolution
(1760-1820, and 1850) have everlasting impacts on human life.
Revolutionizing all under the sun, they made human minds more
pragmatic and materialistic. Commercialization and mass productivity
gave birth to Consumerism (17t -18t) and market accessibility that
influenced urban and rural life alike. Resultantly, it caused
establishment of a far-different, but comparatively rich and
commanding market language. The perpetual process of outshining
the less- developed by more hegemonic and industrialized
contemporary societies was in place. Consequently, the more a nation
was ahead in race of inventions, technological advancement and
productivity, the more they enriched their language .Inevitably,
monopoly at the market was and is still considered monopoly of the
language. To trace out such findings and progression of market
languages, an attempt has been made for carrying out an analytical
study, to unearth how and what strategies had been devised, for
gaining supremacy and current status for the purpose. Besides
comparison, taking it as a yardstick for Pashto as a market language, a
short historical background, required initiatives in current scenario,
and for putting it on the track, some suggestions for improvement,
equality, flourishment of Pashto as a market language are proposed in
the lines below.

Key Words: Pashto, Market, Trade, Market Language.
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“We are given over to absolute solitude. No one can speak with us and no one can
speak for us; we must take it upon ourselves, each of us must take it upon himself.”

* Said ul Amin Ahsan Khusaki, Civil Servant
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"Renaissance is defined by the Oxford English Dictionary as:
“the revival of art and letters, under the influence of classic models,
which began in Italy in the 14™ century”.....the term is used today
refers not only to art in its widest sense but to a total change in man’s
outlook which extended into philosophical, scientific, economic and
technical fields..”
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“The essence of Industrial Revolution is the substitution of
competition for the medieval regulations which had previously
controlled the production and distribution of wealth. On this account
it is not only one of the most important facts of English history, but
Europe owes to it growth of two great systems thought-Economic
Science, and its antithesis Socialism”.4
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”Marketing is the study and management of exchange relationships.
Marketing is used to create, keep and satisfy the customer. With the
customer as the focus of its activities, it can be concluded that
Marketing is one of the premier components of Business
Management”. 5
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“The activity, set of instructions, and process of creating,
communicating, delivering, and exchange offerings that have value of
customers, clients, partners, and society at large.”6
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“Language policies can be classified into three major approaches:
mono-lingualism, equal multiculturalism, and national/regional
language systems. France has followed the first since twentieth
century, and India has moved to the third since independence.”7
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“Translation is undoubtedly a communicative device.....The term
“translation” normally refers to written materials but is also an
umbrella term used for all tasks where elements of a text of one
language(the source language, SL) are molded into a text of another

language (the target language, TL),whether the medium is written,
spoken, or signed.”8
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“Two patterns deserve comment in relation to the changmg character
of multilingualism in the world today. One is increasing bilingualism
in a metropolitan language, particularly English. Many smaller
languages are dying out due to the spread of a few world languages
such as English, French, Spanish, Chinese; etc.It has been estimated
that 11 languages are spoken by about 70 percent of the world’s
population. In this respect, the majority of the world’s languages are
minority languages. The second is increasing linguistic and cultural
diversity in parts of Europe and the USA through continuing and new
waves of immigration”9
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“Global companies often have difficulties crossing language barrier,
with results ranging from mild embarrassments to outright failure.
Seemingly innocuous brand names and advertising phrases can take
on unintended or hidden meanings when translated into other
languages....other companies follow strategy of communication
adaptation, fully adapting their advertising messages to local
markets.”10
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“The term digital divide refers to the gap between people with
effective access to digital and information technology and those with
very limited or no access at all. It includes the imbalances in physical
access to technology as well as the imbalances in resources and skills
needed to effectively participate as a digital citizen™.11-
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“Accordingly, the concept of the hngulstlc marketplace (or talk
market) denotes that there is a marketplace for application of
language and that language- speaker’s linguistic capital-is
consequently applied on a linguistic market where different linguistic
varieties have different market values and therefore achieve different
prices. That is, the varieties (and their use on the linguistic market)
are either valued positively or negatively and they are thus ascribed
with differing levels of prestige/nonprestige.In order to succeed on the
linguistic market it is necessary to apply the linguistic variety has the
highest market value”.)9
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