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ABSTRACT 

In Pashtun geography, Swat is always remembered for its distinctions 

particularly for its contributions towards Pashto language and 

literature. This article attempts to trace back the origin and 

development of Pashto literature in Swat. Development of Pashto 

literature in Swat has been divided into four periods. The first period 

starts from sixteenth century and continues till the first decade of 

twentieth century. Second period is from 9191 to 9191. This is very 

important period in the development of Pashto language and 

literature. Third period starts from the merger of Swat State into 

Pakistan. The fourth period starts from the beginning of the 19st
 

century. In this article a sketch of Pashto literary development in the 

first two periods will be presented.  
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It must not for a moment be inferred that previous to this there 

was no Pushto Literature. On the contrary, Akhund Darwezah 

mentions in his work entitled “Tazkirat-ul-Abrar”,[Tazkirat-ul-

Abrar wal Ashrar] written in Persian, that in his time there was a 

celebrated book entitled  “the pure” which had been in the 

possession of the yusufzis for some centuries past and was ever 

held in great veneration by the tribe.
 

 

The first use of Pashto as a literary language is believed to have 



 

 

 

been in the fifteenth century when Shekh [Shaikh] Mali wrote 

his account of the conquest of Swat.  

 

 

Confidential, Gazetteer of North-West Frontier, 

from Bajaur and Indus Kohistan on the North to the Mari hills on the South

 

 



 

 

 

Pashto has a fairly copious literature, partly original and partly 

translated. The first book written in the language is said to be a 

history of the conquests of Swat by the Yusufzais, but no copy 

of it is known to exist.  

 

Shaykh Mali, Yusufzi, in A.D , wrote the “History of his 

tribe and their conquests in the Peshawar valley, and in the 

Samah or plain on the northern bank of the Landdaey sind or 

Kabul River.” This is the earliest work I have been able to 

discover.  



 

 

 

The history of the Yusufzis and the account of the conquest of 

Suwat, I have found in work in the Library of the India House; 

written however in a most strange manner in Pashto and Persian. 

The auther was an Afghan; and he goes on to relate in Persian 

and then all at once breaks into Pushto and vice versa.  
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Akhund Darwezah, wrote his “Makhzan Pushto”, in refutation 

of the tenets of the Roshanian sect of schismatics, promulgated 

by its founder Bayzid Ansari.  

Most renowned work, an unparalleled treasury of invective, is the 

Makhzan-e-Islam, in which he attacked the heresies of Bayazed.    
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ر بیلہ4981ں نے غالباً می

 

میں سے ایک  ء میں آپ کے ماذون اخوند جی صاحب کی اولاد اخوند خیلان ت

ام اصحاب الدین نبانبا تھا۔ میں نے اس سے اپنے اس 98

 

ررگ عالم کو عمداً جاکر دیکھتا تھا جن کا ن

 

سالہ معمر تب

رمذی قدس سرہ کی کوئی اپنی تصنیف آپ کی نظر سے گذری ہےنکا 

 

مقصد کا ذکر کیا کہ آنکا حضرت سید علی ت

کوئی اپنی تصنیف کتاب ہے نکا نہیں ۔تو اس نہیں اور آپ نے کسی سے سنا بھی ہے نکا نہیں کہ حضرت کی 

د میں جا بجا درسوں میں تعلیم  ب میں نو عمری میں طالب علم تھا اور پشاور کی مساجب
ب

ً کہا کہ ح نے مجھ کو جوانبا

ردیک موضع چمکنی میں ایک متمول سوداگر رہتاتھا۔ اس کے 

 
 

حاصل کررہاتھا ان دنوں شہر پشاور کے ت

رمذی علیہ

 

ی کی تصنیف اور آپ کی اپنی ی ہو ی ئی میں نے دی تھ  جو جو ن اس ایک کتاب سیدعلی ت

 

ک
 
ہ
 امت

 پر 

 

 ہے اور جائیداد سے زنکادہ محبوب متاع  جو وہ بطور تبرک اس کو اپنے سیک

 

ردیک تمام دول

 
 

اس کے ت

اتھا

 

اتھا اور کسی کو ہاتھ لگنے نہ دنکا کرن

 

 رکھ رات کو سونکا کرن

  



 

 

 

 

I examined the wole of the Pashto books of the villages between 

this and Tarrnah [Thana], which were chiefly on theology; but at 

Waddigram I found three others—the poem of Yusuf and 

Zalikha by Abd-ul-kadir [Qadir] khan and the poems of Shahai 

Dali, and Adam and Durkhanai, by Sadar Khan his brother.  

I examined all the Pashto books in this village [Minglawar] 

which I could get hold of, but they were all on divinity, and not 

one with which you are not acquainted; such as Makhzan-ul-

Islam,Fawa’id-ush-Sharri’ah, Jannat-i-Fardous, Durr-i-Majlais 

etc.  
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