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Evolution of Pashto Literature in Swat
sl ool i 5 (iSOl s

Dr. Muhammad Ali DinaKhel*

ABSTRACT
In Pashtun geography, Swat is always remembered for its distinctions
particularly for its contributions towards Pashto language and
literature. This article attempts to trace back the origin and
development of Pashto literature in Swat. Development of Pashto
literature in Swat has been divided into four periods. The first period
starts from sixteenth century and continues till the first decade of
twentieth century. Second period is from 1915 to 1969. This is very
important period in the development of Pashto language and
literature. Third period starts from the merger of Swat State into
Pakistan. The fourth period starts from the beginning of the 21%
century. In this article a sketch of Pashto literary development in the
first two periods will be presented.

Key Words: Swat, Pashto Literature, Pashto language, Yusufzai, Pashtuns.
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It must not for a moment be inferred that previous to this there
was no Pushto Literature. On the contrary, Akhund Darwezah
mentions in his work entitled “Tazkirat-ul-Abrar”,[ Tazkirat-ul-
Abrar wal Ashrar] written in Persian, that in his time there was a

celebrated book entitled | .o “the pure” which had been in the

possession of the yusufzis for some centuries past and was ever
held in great veneration by the tribe.
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The first use of Pashto as a literary language is believed to have
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been in the fifteenth century when Shekh [Shaikh] Mali wrote
his account of the conquest of Swat. v
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Pashto has a fairly copious literature, partly original and partly
translated. The first book written in the language is said to be a
history of the conquests of Swat by the Yusufzais, but no copy

of it is known to exist.""
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Shaykh Mali, Yusufzi, in A.D \¥\V, wrote the “History of his

tribe and their conquests in the Peshawar valley, and in the
Samah or plain on the northern bank of the Landdaey sind or
Kabul River.” This is the earliest work | have been able to
discover.
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The hlstory of the Yusufzis and the account of the conquest of
Suwat, | have found in work in the Library of the India House;
written however in a most strange manner in Pashto and Persian.
The auther was an Afghan; and he goes on to relate in Persian

and then all at once breaks into Pushto and vice versa.'*
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Akhund Darwezah, wrote his “Makhzan Pushto”, in refutation
of the tenets of the Roshanian sect of schismatics, promulgated

by its founder Bayzid Ansari.""
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Most renowned work, an unparalleled treasury of invective, is the
Makhzan-e-1slam, in which he attacked the heresies of Bayazed.
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| examined the wole of the Pashto books of the V|Ilages between
this and Tarrnah [Thana], which were chiefly on theology; but at
Waddigram | found three others—the poem of Yusuf and
Zalikha by Abd-ul-kadir [Qadir] khan and the poems of Shahai

Dali, and Adam and Durkhanai, by Sadar Khan his brother.®®
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| examined all the Pashto books in this village [Minglawar]
which | could get hold of, but they were all on divinity, and not
one with which you are not acquainted; such as Makhzan-ul-
Islam,Fawa’id-ush-Sharri’ah, Jannat-i-Fardous, Durr-i-Majlais
etc.®”
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