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Abstract:    

 The hegemonic narratives regarding traditional Pashtun society as 

violent, misogynist and patriarchal have been prevailing through 

contemporary electronic and print media, text books and social media 

which has reproduced the colonial and orientalist’s stereotypes 

regarding traditional Pashtun society. The ways of Pathans (Pashtuns) 

are most of the time structured around a set of hierarchical binaries 

and the inherent strengths, aesthetics and values stemmed in creative 

expression are always made invisible. This paper is going to unveil 

the mixed dance of men and women during marriages and cultural 

festivals held in the public spaces of Zhob valley of Northern 

Balochsitan. It will be revealing to know that this practice of men-

women mixed dances was also common in and North and South 

Waziristan of KP province. The mixed dance known as “Braga 

Aamai” and “Bragai-Attan” in Zhob valley and Waziristan 

respectively had various modalities of couple dances and men-women 

poetical- dance competitions and creative expression. Unpacking the 

practice of these mixed dances helps out the historians and folklorists 

to unearth the social and cultural histories which remained part of the 

unprecedented reservoir of oral tradition.        
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“Dances of India were to give symbolic expressions which are also 
) 2enlightened to religious ideas.”( 
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“Dance is an intellectual, physical and sensorial response to experiences of 
the world.” (8)  
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“It is important to mention that Attan is not indigenous to all Pashtun areas. 
This “Attan-less” zone includes almost all of the northern districts of Khyber -
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) in Pakistan i.e. Peshawar, Mardan, Charsadda, Dir, 
Malakand etc and also the tribal agencies of Khyber, Mohmand, and 
Bajaur.”(01) 
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“Or he would relate how among some of the Cawker clans the manners were 
so free, that at evening men and women would meet unreservedly, join 
hands in circles, and together dance the intoxicating Attun”(01) 
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“In British days mixed dances, in which Hindu males and female took part 
with the Hamzazai women and men at Mekhtar on the occasion of marriages 
and births, were not uncommon but they are not falling into disuse”.(02) 

–

۰۸۹۲

 مہ’’پشتونوں میں قدیم ذمانے سے گڈ امئ مخلوط ڈانس کارواج موجود تھا جو کہ کچھ دیہاتوں خصوصا
ی

 

ن
ر میں ابھی بھی مکمل ‘‘ ب 

)طور پر ختم نہیں ہوا )
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(Buzdar. Prof Dr Sajid, personal communication, January۵2۵۱۵۰) 

(Principle of Inclusion) 



 

 

 

“We were among hundreds of men but no one dared to disrespect any 
female, Some of the participants would smoke cigarette during the dance, 
and the women had no prescribed dress-codes such as the 
shuttlecock burqa…The women used to perform Attan with bare heads, or 

simply a Chaddar draped on the shoulders.” (04)  
 

(Kakar. Mr. 

Shahim, personal communication, January ۹ ,۵۱۵۰) 

Public Spaces



 

 

 

(MosaKhail, Mr. Masroor, personal 

communication, Feb ۵2۵۱۵۰) 

(Omid. Mateeullah, personal communication, 

January ۰۵2۵۱۵۰)  

(Extempore) 

(Arif. Syed Khair Muhammad, personal  

)۵۰2۵۱۵۰communication, April  

 (Dummar. Shadin, personal communication, January۵, ۵۱۵۰)  



 

 

 

(Kakar. Malak Fazal Rahim, personal 

communication, February ۰۰2۵۱۵۰) 
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