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Mixed Dances of Indigenous Pashtun Society:
Lost part of Social History of Zhob Valley The

SOl oSy b s s gsb s osse
Dr. Barakat Shah Kakar*

Abstract:
The hegemonic narratives regarding traditional Pashtun society as
violent, misogynist and patriarchal have been prevailing through
contemporary electronic and print media, text books and social media
which has reproduced the colonial and orientalist’s stereotypes
regarding traditional Pashtun society. The ways of Pathans (Pashtuns)
are most of the time structured around a set of hierarchical binaries
and the inherent strengths, aesthetics and values stemmed in creative
expression are always made invisible. This paper is going to unveil
the mixed dance of men and women during marriages and cultural
festivals held in the public spaces of Zhob valley of Northern
Balochsitan. It will be revealing to know that this practice of men-
women mixed dances was also common in and North and South
Waziristan of KP province. The mixed dance known as “Braga
Aamai” and “Bragai-Attan” in Zhob valley and Waziristan
respectively had various modalities of couple dances and men-women
poetical- dance competitions and creative expression. Unpacking the
practice of these mixed dances helps out the historians and folklorists
to unearth the social and cultural histories which remained part of the
unprecedented reservoir of oral tradition.

Key Words: Pashtun Culture, Social History, Bragga Ammai, Oral Tradition,

Cultural Process, Mixed Dance
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“Dances of India were to give symbolic expressions which are also

enlightened to religious ideas.”(Y)

el 2die S Baa g Wbl e o S 2 i 5sBoay pliwsas s L5
£ et 58 5L Ja




XY\ —— o ¥ [A ANV RN CR N

w Sl s sl g Y AJ.;JL&;AJ#_,;L;L.J:QJJJG¢QJBJ¢AKQ%;3QL¢I&;}I‘,3‘.;
b 43 5245 K53 5y gty 03l 5l iy OLL S o o ais s Iy gousl 3 sh Sy
L sl s Ko nls Jsd B o, S0 Jbui s pp i bl s 30 05810
255 S sy 5 pbsdsi ol pls po 3 053 Bu Sl 5 SO sdmsl 558 )
03 $5d0p I aad bojshal o 33 5l oS Jas sy 2 Bo S oobinny 2 pd
PP Gd%;:d-lfﬂ c(g3axsa Pl SLL -’9;-55&4‘4@;]&)5430')@“5\5“;;@
i Ligflaé)x M‘“JKJJ@nl:ox&&;Jxﬁw‘a\.; .g:lmSLgb&_,;ybl PRVEPLE
s Lce&w;:gzdﬁﬁ"&ﬁyu'"b:'"&ﬂ"°°ﬂ°ﬂ3¢>ob@°:@éﬂ*ﬁ-w
:;lﬁyfw#bjxggb’j:g 393 sy 3 B0 (V)gsh o3 Sy o9l 5550
@éﬁf%‘bmﬂ%Jﬁ)ij-’Lﬂp—i-ﬁ‘ub%‘%‘u;) 33?)9;—55314“:,-;%4-;@3@
(‘c)-"ﬁ‘-{ﬂ‘;&fu"%ﬁdéﬁﬁL'b“ﬂ)ﬁ)“—’ﬁ&;—"“—,’fw'*:u 35ls 0 2
%swl.s 050 il ol 2aEy 2 Sy Mg S by &z Slesla Bo ol (a8, (5l »
S I S agiad ) 5l ol oade ( Slrs :&;’J‘,;L;)L@l Jém%ﬁbbuw
3859 3l 503 5 5liss s s 3 s dan s WS Say Shos L0 sh
031890 ol 0 SES L S s S s ads (90 58 Sb (s (205 4SS LAl iy
(kb e 252 s Jpd 10w 8 S ay plesl s Sl is s plblal
S 08 w273l s i Sl 5 a9 et g

S o SB b i8S 5asbosay plepl s K3 5 ags s ol 2oy sceda s Bo
xﬁjwéﬁ)gﬁﬁjl‘%‘j}bObul%ﬁw(&sﬁb}k}&bJjuJ) gy g aNB] o853 <o
%;453-:-\5419;’% S 38 o0 st Slgmy S s plasl sl o Jpd aniowe 5,LS
Ol Bl o5 oz o5l 20585 Pl 530 Lo sl s s sopslaag S sl s anie
‘)'Lé‘Jg;‘é‘s 357980 0 S sl S Jsa ks a5l 5 S L OB b3 55 509 Lo 54 >
&';éjbﬁ@féﬁjgubﬁouhwﬂ“’-1355 ez L s o mplasl s o B
ol sl gelil S50 J‘_‘;.;S&bdb;)'dé‘,lbm STV :@ﬂ,?_‘aya.ﬁ;};&;oj
sod il des a3 o,Lys ad slogd 8 s an s (Jlondps 5l LL s 55 95000 Bo 1,50
M”‘F&JU&JWJ o, -’gﬂsﬂg‘j’vﬂ ‘zﬁéb‘\ﬂ"%ﬁ'ﬁﬁ'uﬁ!ut@
Bu s oz asl o 58 JobS oy sl s (S0 Bu raadlet i (g8 i ¢ (g3 (654
(8)- 048 Jds 5" wos o S pan 258 Syl S

235955 058 2 B s ;05568 5 5 i genr LS 1 SI5dS 5 505 4 sy 5 o




XY\ —— o vy [A ANV RN CR N

L dosy ‘&;‘” (33 Lo bogm Jas 30 L SLebl s sl s s s sla b 2
L Bo 3 wp &5 48 i (oS aiu e 4-;&;;1-;-;-3 sl sy ao gt grsjj‘;":) s
CS LS :rhég&é:yygcﬁ:)wgdgﬂ 305l s slew .sgig > 55 S
008 Lo 0 s Bty i L gl ol o Ly a5 o2 89 £ 50 S50 o (i p s dg 058
s ag il g8 Il g 9 STn 5 (S85S 5 ¢ 50358 ay oSl s wgles g5l By
55 A PRz e e S s pskad o sl Gaus (g 20 e 310 oS se
(S g g SIS 51 1g30 iy ot 3V (S S5 SV 5yl a4 dags
w338 0 3950 555053 5l s 5 0315 2 (g5 pion 5 e Sl 3 sl pLidS (e
J‘T;JQCAAQM;QH%;.;SQL:.MSQQ@N@Iaﬂepé)xsgjg.é:éﬁgg
sl g 5 Lo abd i 5 550 5 4l 25 IS oa codle 55 gl a0
I35 om0 sl sanl50 5 5l (g3 5ken gl 3 (51 (S gas i 4y Ol
- WY ]

:mowﬁwaﬁgwbgﬂb

N YSTEP PP Rt P VPP IV R IVPLI PP EE AL SRy SRR R
colo Ule s o dew il s lS o A.l}:-u%;...wgsu.:.&l ;g,ﬂsg.ic.blj
éﬁ-’wfﬂéﬁém ST E T AL LS T B LV

ol “_‘;‘J&Mjluﬂj(m) cL:LjﬁJRw(Q)&s.:@ﬂ(m) ‘BL:JS';,JJA.;QJI"
(1) Sl il 45483 (58 0 cudlad by S35l Y a8
ng)‘Aﬁé{)UJ@&jééﬁSL}%&sR&si :ﬁb&@JUgﬁst&jlglcuﬁ):
S5 A;S‘}&;.;S(Rhythm) 2o 5! &Tcr)}wjma.; ol ks jsbL...;l";.;S
orn adaSn 50 LS ol ) Lal e laid  ilenls  psmadle o35 2l 2 Jsaad asd g
3 ks (J S A o,..u%,'éjlsjl L?b(ﬁ)ywjlgjigouljlfm'r%
3o ol 5l s alide s i Mo s 5 5 sbias! plewar 3 bl a5 o5l ol a8, Bo
>4 asbacl 5y 2 0L ol b pads s bl J5 s ppgd a2 oS ok 005 2 435 s
Wbl o5 3 -’Q-?‘5@°°p"°°r§&5}x3€)%~Lié~?|)L§b‘; Ko s b
Js 8 B s b podd 5 oS (Sob g QL S 2 Ol Pl A me Sk s
WS

vﬁayjb)‘,;%ﬁ;éa)l.;.!ggl :%;.g.fw_,.’.:é;,m&él 3 ol 150 o e 345 (53
ungJJ‘gﬁLﬁ-?"gé‘s&’wgﬁ b b acaloOle dese bt (g5 J)




YN vy [A ANV RN CR N

Yoo 0 b le) (65 (g 0l S sladds (S cads cad ) ol o L) S ols s
Jy”ﬂ)g’;"xf"dfﬂﬁ -ggquJJLg°JL;JQF'J&s-é‘sﬁwjﬁlelﬁyf%g’;u”
R AS S s o mend i s e s 250 pailal 288y Glslaw il I dhe 3w
o O > yild 55l g ol Lilae ol £ B CSs 0 2S00 S g5 ole]
S i sy a8 0w £ 0 SIS ol Sl o8 s 2 o ST gl

“‘Dance is an intellectual, physical and sensorial response to experiences of
the world.” (A)
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“It is important to mention that Attan is not indigenous to all Pashtun areas.
This “Attan-less” zone includes almost all of the northern districts of Khyber -
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) in Pakistan i.e. Peshawar, Mardan, Charsadda, Dir,
Malakand etc and also the tribal agencies of Khyber, Mohmand, and
Bajaur.”(10)
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“Or he would relate how among some of the Cawker clans the manners were

so free, that at evening men and women would meet unreservedly, join
hands in circles, and together dance the intoxicating Attun”(12)
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“In British days mixed dances, in which Hindu males and female took part
with the Hamzazai women and men at Mekhtar on the occasion of marriages
and births, were not uncommon but they are not falling into disuse”.(13)
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“We were among hundreds of men but no one dared to disrespect any
female, Some of the participants would smoke cigarette during the dance,
and the women had no prescribed dress-codes such as the
shuttlecock burga...The women used to perform Attan with bare heads, or
simply a Chaddar draped on the shoulders.” (15)
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