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A study of khushal khan khatak and Democracy 

  

Dr.Qadre Wahed (Samandar Yousafzai)  

Abstract 

Our world has been through different system of governments in 

History. One such form of government is Democracy. Hindustan 

had been under Monarchy while Khushal Khan was born. He 

remained part of the system for a short period of his life. But 

when look at his prose and poetry, it on the contrary reveal the 

story of Democracy. His work is a vivid manifestation of 

Democratic spirit. This paper will take into account Khushal’s 

vision of democracy and thereby his person struggling for people 

in power.  
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“Democracy is the government of the people, for the people and by 

the people”1 

2

 Democracy  

 

“the term is derived from Greek demokratia which was 
coined from demos “people” and kratos “rule” in the middle 
of 5th century BCE to denote the political systems then 
existing in some Greek city-state notably Athens” 3 
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6

“A prince must, therefore, never lack advice. But  he  must  take  it 

when  he  want  to, not  when  other  want  him to,  indeed,  he  must 

discourage  everyone  from  tendering  advice  about  anything  unless 

it  is  asked  for. All  the same, he should  be a constant questioner, 

and he must listen  patiently to the  truth  regarding  what he was  

inquired about, moreover, if he finds  that  anyone for some  reason  

holds  the truth  back  he  must  show  his  wrath”.7 
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“The  choosing  of  ministers  is  a  matter  of  no  little  importance  for 

a  prince  and  their  worth  depends  on  the  sagacity  of  the  prince 

himself. The first opinion that is formed of a ruler’s intelligence is 

based on the quality of the men he has around him. When they  are 

competent  and  loyal  he  can  always  be considered  wise, because  he 

has  been  able to  recognize  their  competence  and to keep  them  

loyal”.10 
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