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The meaning and background of Realism, a global literary
movement
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Abstract:
Realism is a colossal literary movement that exercises seismic impact
on world literature. The Post World War Il literature, specifically the
French witnessed a marked interest in the depiction of the wretched
state of the marginalized and deprived classes of the contemporary
society. Thus, then onward, literature began to spotlight the real
events of ordinary life instead of portraying the idealized worlds of
imagination. In fact, it was a strong reaction to counter the
extravagances of the Romantic Movement. As said earlier, Realism
strongly advocated the delineation of the real and mundane life; thus
leaving no space for the ideal and unreal. It stressed that instead of
obliterating human experiences in the haze of the dead past, literature
must solely devote itself to the representation of the present and the
now — the real and actual. Like other great literary movements,
Realism too has its origins in the fertile French soil. Balzac and
Flaubert are considered —and rightly-the pioneers of Realism in
France. Other prominent realists who have substantially contributed
to Realism are Maxim Gorky and Vladimir Dostoevsky in Russia,
Hermann Hesse and Franz Kafka in Germany and Milan Kundera in
Czech Republic. In contemporary times, George Lucas is a frontline
realist. This research presents the definition and historical background
of Realism to see how it influenced world literature in the Post World
War Il scenario.
Keywords: Realism, realist, literary movement, world literature, Balzac, Flaubert,

Romantic Movement
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1: “Realism scholastic doctrine that universal or general ideas have
objective existence, belief that matter as object of perception has
real existence®.

2: Practice of regarding thinks in their true nature and dealing with
them as they are fiddity of representation rendering precise details
of real thing or sconce. (Realist) noun realistic (Ad) realistically
(adv.) )
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1: “Realism(Philosophy)the philosophical doctrine held by
Aristotle, Descartes, lock and others that whatever exists has its
character independently of its being perceived by human or divine
minds, opposed to verificationism and some version of idealism and
phenomenalism.

2: A theory about universal, held by Plato, which maintains that
properties such as redness exist outside the mind, oppose to
nominalism and conceptualism.

3: The philosophical thesis that scientific theories aim or should aim
to depict the way the physical world really is opposed to
instrumentalism, conceptualism idealism nominalism,
phenomenalism, verificationism. ”
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“Understood in its broadest philosophical sense, realism can note
any viewpoint that accords to the objects of man’s knowledge in
existence that is independent of whether he is perceiving or thinking
about them. Though it may seem strange to the un philosophical
layman that the independent existence of objects * out there” should
be questioned, the philosopher, faced with many proformd
challenges that idealist have posed against the independence of
objects, knows that the problem is far from trivial® Y
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“ In the early history of Philosophy, partlcularly in medieval
thought, the term “realism” was used in opposition to nominalism,
for the doctrine that universals have a real, objective existence, in
modern philosophy, however, it is used for the view that material
objects exist externally to us and independently for our senses
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experience. Realism is thus opposed to idealism, which hold that no
such material objects or external realities exist apart from our
knowledge or consciousness of them, the where universe thus being
independent on the mind or in some sense mental. It also clashes
with  pheomenlism, which, while avoiding much idealist
metaphysics, deeny that material objects would exist except as
groups of sequences of sensa, actual and possible. “Y
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“Realism is the art, the accurate detailed, unembellished of nature or

of contemporary life. Realism rejects imaginative idealization in
favor of a close observation of outward appearances” @
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“ Realism, I have argued , is best seen as an open-ended concept, it
gives rise to different narration modes, which derive from author’s
particular projects, aesthetics and political conversations, and
changing socio, historical contexts” 7
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“Realism is not an object, to be identified, pinned down, and
appropriated. It is rather, a way of describing certain methods and
attitudes, and the descriptions, quite naturally, have varied in the
ordinary exchange and development of experience” Y
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“Realism is the creation of the effect of the representation of the
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concrete, historical nature of human life” A
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