‘Concepts, Trends and Movements in Pashto Literature’
A Critical and Explanatory Study.
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Abstract:
The shortest documented literary history of Pashto literature has
witnessed numerous literary movements, and absorbed new concepts,
emerging across the globe; during the course of time. In contrast, it
gave birth to some indigenous political, apolitical and literary
movements that have everlasting impacts on the prevailing literary
discourses, and academic discussions. To put it honestly, the area has
very inadequately been focused upon by literary critics and
historiographers for portraying the real picture in a broader spectrum.
Prior to numerous other previous comprehensive studies, and Dr
Naseeb Ullah Seemab’s under discussion precise and most recent
work, late Dr Raj Wali Shah Khattak had carried out his very
extensive research work on the topic; i.e. ‘Literary Movements of
Pashto Literature’. An attempt has been made in this paper to trace
out how the former has opened up new horizons, what has been
intermingled and mixed up, how the latter had touched upon some
new debates, and what had been missed up. Besides of the short
comparative analysis of both works, Dr Seemab’s work has been
focused specifically, and some relevant points have been elucidated,
and criticized a bit more. A short commentary has been written down
upon the concepts, literary trends and movements in Pashto literature.

Key Words: Concepts, literary trends, Movements, Pashto literature, literary
history.
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'Any wide-ranging system of beliefs, ways of thought, and categories that

provides the foundation of programs of political and social action: an ideology
IS a conceptual scheme with a practical application4'.
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‘A shorthand term used since the 1970s in this capitalized form to refer to a
miscellaneous  body of intellectual approaches that had increasingly become
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interlinked and mutually reinforcing their repudiation of humanist(and specifically
‘liberal-humanist) tradition in literary study ,history, aesthetics, and philosophy...’7
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'Such a broadly applied and unspecified term necessarily has its problems. ‘Theory’

is not the same thing as literary theory or even cultural theory, because it extends
into realm of psychology, philosophy, linguistics, and history. It cannot amount to a
theory ‘of anything in particular, because it is many theories of almost everything,
several of these being incompatible with one another'. «J/,8
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