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ABSTRACT:
The Historical Novel, owing to its deep relation and affinity with
history, is having different position, value and importance among all
kinds of novel, and hence it is considered the most difficult of all
kinds of novel. In this kind of novel, the past events of history are
revitalized along with presenting the past life in its social dynamics.
In other types of novel, a novelist does not face as much
responsibilities as he has to face in a historical novel. Dealing with
historical novel, a novelist at the same time, plays the role of a
historian, researcher and as a novelist. Beyond being a novel, as the
history is dealt in this sort of novel, the novelist has to perform the
role of a re searcher, and required by history. Such types of novels
demand research on the part of the novelist. Taking the responsibility
of a historical novelist, the novelist pays great attention to the minute
details and demands. If the demands are hold in view and the novelist
fulfills his responsibilities, a perfect historical novel will come into
being. Meeting the demands of a historical novel, study and
observation of history, arranging materials and selecting topic and era
are also included. Likewise, historical realities in their true form,
formation of access to authentic resources, the picture of the social
life of the age and many other aspects include in sketching a historical
novel. In this research article, we try to present a clear image of the
demands of writing a historical novel, and the responsibilities of the
novelist of such types of novels.
Key words: historical-fiction-Prerequisites-historical novel-Responsibilities-of

Novelist.
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"The historical novelist must study books on costume, on coinage, on the
contemporary history of other states; he must read contemporary letters, diaries,

dispatches, even legal documents and medical works. Nothing dealing with his
period and locality should be foreign to him. He may have to go to works on
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heraldry, on botany, on etymology, on arboriculture, on agriculture, picture galleries
and museums, cathedrals and churches and castles, all yield their spoils."” !
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“The choice of period very long ago makes the work of a novelist easier in some
respects, as where knowledge is incomplete or inexact; he has more latitude and
wider scope for the free play of imagination. But there is the danger of dullness of
lack of verisimilitude, and, almost always, of being found out ultimately when

. 10
human knowledge is more complete.”
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