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The Symptoms of Alienation in Pearl Novel
Irshad khan*

ABSTRACT:

This paper is purposed to define alienation and to find out the
elements of alienation in novel, The Pearl. Alienation is a
sociological, psychological, political and economic theory. After
Hegel and Feuerbach, Karl Marx has discussed it thoroughly and
applied it to the proletariat class with best exhibition. The elements of
this philosophy could best be seen in the novel, The Pearl. The said
novel is the best example of Marxist ideology and hence the theory of
alienation, a trait of Marxism.

Keywords: Marxism, Alienation, exploitation, production, class
difference, inhuman conduct, the Pearl Novel
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“The worker becomes all the poorer the more wealth he produces, the
more his production increases in power and size. The worker becomes
an ever cheaper commodity the more commodities he creates. The
devaluation of the world of men is in direct proportion to the
increasing value of the world of things. Labour produces not only
commodities: it produces itself and the worker as a commodity—and
this at the same rate at which it produces commodities in general. This
fact expresses merely that the object which labour produces—Iabour’s
product—confronts it as something alien, as a power independent of
the producer. The product of labour is labour which has been
embodied in an object, which has become material: it is the
objectification of labour. Labour’s realization is its objectification.
Under these economic conditions this realization of labour appears as
loss of realization for the workers; objectification as loss of the object

and bondage to it; appropriation as estrangement, as alienation™?
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“The process whereby the worker is made to feel foreign to the
product of his/her own labor”.?
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“Lisca saw Cannery Row and The Pearl as rejections ofsociety.
Cannery Row, like Tortilla Flat, favorably represents a retreat from
competition, whereas The Pearl teacheswhat their characters already
know: that to conflict withsociety is to pay too great a price for

keeping the pearl”’
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