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ABSTRACT 

 

Pashtu Tappa one of the most popular folklore of Pashtu literature that 

reflects aspirations of the people, has played a key role in the 

resistance movements throughout the history. Tappa included to 

verses the first one short and the second longer; encapsulate a huge 

message which is quoted often as a source of wisdom by most of the 

Pashtuns contextually. There are numerous instances in history that 

tappas has acted as catalyst of uprising and symbolism while appeals 

for resisting foreign rule have been made. The resistance movements 

against the Mughals, the Sikh rule and the British Empire have 

remained one of the themes that make tappa a popular Pashtun 

folklore. In this paper the movement of khudai khidmat gar as 

depicted by the tappa is highlighted. It is argued that tappa not only 

celebrated the heroism of the followers of Khudai khidmath gar 

movement and the leadership of Khan Abdul Ghafar Khan but also 

spread the awareness about the freedom and resisting foreign rule.  

Key Words: Tappa, Khudai Khidmath gar Movement, Khan Abdul 

Ghafar Khan, Resistance, Nationalism, Freedom Struggle, and 

Pashtun uprisings, Pashtun History 
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