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A research based study of the phonological features of South-

east varieties with the reference of consonants sounds. 
 

Mir hassan khan Atal  

 

Abstract 

Pashto, which is a very ancient language, belongs to the eastern Iranians group of 

the Indo-erupain language family. Pashto is not only spoken in a wide area, but the 

number of speakers (linguistic group) is also very large. This is also the reason that 

this ancient language has dozens of regional varieties and several major dialects 

such as south-west (kandhanri), south-east (Southern Pashtonkhwa), north-west 

(centeral Ghilzis), north-east (Ningarhari/Peshawri/Yousafzai), centeral (Karalani) 

and Tarino (Waɳeʦi). the South-east dialect, which is also mentioned as part of 

the South-west dialect (Kandahari dialect) in some literary works and discusions, 

has such special phonological and others linguistics features that it can be 

considered a separate dialect despite some similarities. this dialect (South-east 

varieities) is spoken in the extreme southeastern parts (Southern Pashtunkhwa) of 

the Pasthto speaking area. in this research paper, a research based study has been 

made the special phonological features of this dialect (South-east dialect) wtih the 

reference of consonants sounds. and those special phonological features have been 

brought under investigation that can be considered special for this dialect. 

keywords: phonological features, consonants sounds, regional varieties, major dialects.  
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plosive 

plosive
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loanwords

bp

/b/ 

 Rabāb gulābkabābasbāb
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Rabāp gulāpkabāpasbāp

b

loanwords

b

 //    

 /b/ Bǝl bābāwāztob 

   

Bǝl bābāprāxtob 

d loanwords

 t

 برباد مدد آباد معياري لهجه /d/ /د/

ābād madad barbād 

 

 ābāt madat barbāt 

 

 d

d
 

 

/d/dāṛǝl dādā darloḍǝl 
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dāṛǝl dādā darloḍǝl 

 

 /p/popǝl topirtop 

 

  popǝl topirtop 

 /t/ tiyāra katǝltūt 

 

  tiyāra katǝltūt 

 /ḍ/ ḍolḍaḍa ḍanḍ

 

 ḍolḍaḍa ḍanḍ

 /ṭ/ṭolṭaṭarṭiṭ

 ṭolṭaṭarṭiṭ

 /k/Katǝl klakawǝl tūk

 Katǝl klakawǝl tūk
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 /g/Gwǝl mangwǝl ʤoṛang 

 جوړنګ منګول ګل س/ خ لهجه  

   Gwǝl mangwǝl ʤoṛang 

fricative  

 fricative

۹

sz

x γ

 

 /s/ Sar postlās 

 

 Sar postlās 

 /z/ Zor zarzari nez

Zor zarzari niz

/x/Xorkaxtipox 
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Xorkaxtipox 

/γ/γaṛak būγārekrūγ

γaṛak būγārikrūγ

ʃʒ)ṣ ẓh 

ʃ  

palatalʃ

s
 

/ʃ/ʃaga miyāʃtmeʃt 

Saga miyāstMest 

ʃʃ

 

/ʃ/ʃpa ʃinʃukar



34 

  

 

 

 

ʃpa ʃinʃukar

ʃṣplace of articulation

retroflexʃ

 

/ʃ/ 

 ʃarbǝl miʃkaɳay trūʃ 

ṣarbǝl miṣkaɳay trūṣ 

ʒʒpalatal

ʒz

 

/ʒ/ 

 ʒwand roʒa

Zwand/zmand roza
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2
. Personal comunication, 8th August 2023.  
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ṡIPA

ṡ

Manner of articulation

ʃ

ʃIPA

ṣ4 

ṣ

ṣʃ

 

/ṣ/ṣāγlay paṣtūn pāṣ 

 ʃāγlay paʃtūn paʃ 

 

 ʃāγlay paʃtūn paʃ 

ṣ
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/ṣ/ṣāγlay paṣtūn pāṣ 

ṣāγlay paṣtūn pāṣ 
 

ẓ  ẓ

ž

 

ğ 

ğalǝyğdǝnwrāğ5

ẓ

žIPA

IPAž

žẓ6 «»

ẓ ṣ

ẓ7

ṣ
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/ẓ/ ẓira meẓay koẓ 

 ʒirz miʒay kiʒ 

 

 ʒirz miʒay kiʒ 

ẓ
 

 غبرګ ژبيز

 /ẓ/ẓira meẓay koẓ 

 

 ẓira meẓay koẓ 

(h 

h

āa

i

 

/h/halak bahirsohel 
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ālak ba:irila 

  

hila lahʤa kahol 

  

ila liʤa ka:ol 

liquid 

l r ṛ

l r ṛ

  
 

 /l/lūnd klǝk tol 

lūnd klǝk tol 

 /r/rawān tarūnakār

rawān tarūnakār

/ṛ/ṛat kaṛedǝlkaṛ

ṛat kaṛedǝlkaṛ
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ṛ

ṛ

Nasal

mn 

ɳ 

ɳ

 n 

 

/m/maagwǝl naramnamtū 

 

maagwǝl naramnamtū 

  

/n/nǝng bamg nan 

  

nǝng bamg nan 

/ɳ/ruɳā skūɳskāɳ

rūɳā skūɳskāɳ
 

fricative  
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ʦʥʧʤ

 

ʦʥ

 

 

 /ʦ/ ʦok kaʦwaklūʦ

 

ʦok kaʦwaklūʦ

 /ʥ/ʥwānzanʥirwraʥ 

  

ʥwānzanʥirrwaʥ

  ʦ

ʥ
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  ʦʥsz

  ʦʥʧʤ

 
 

 

 /ʦ/  ʦok kaʦwaklūʦ

sok kaswaklūs

ʧok kaʧwak lūʧ 

 /ʥ/ ʥwānzanʥirgarʥ

zwānzanzirgarz

ʤwānʤanʤirgaṛʤ 

ʥʦʤʧ
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 /ʦ/  ʦok kaʦwaklūʦ

ʧok kaʧwak lūʧ 

/ʥ/ʥwānzanʥirgarʥ

ʤwānʤanʤirgaṛʤ 

ʧʤ

 

 /ʧ/ ʧʧābak kaʧkol pūʧ

  

  ʧābak kaʧkol pūʧ

 /ʤ/ʤārwatǝlbiʤǝlakwanʤ 

  

  ʤarwatǝlbiʤǝlakwanʤ 

۱۶glottal  

ħ ς

āi 

ħħ glottal

ā
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/ħ/ 

ħǝlwāfatoħātarwāħ

ālwāpato:āt arwā 

ςς palatal

āiaā

w

 

/ /  

ςābid iςlān qāniς 

 

ābid ilān kāni 

ħς

 

/sˁ/sˁabar asˁǝlxāsˁ/ðˁ/ðˁūlammaðˁlūmmǝlfūð
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sabar asǝlxās zūlammazlūmmǝlpūz

   

/d ˁ/   aςif qar   a ςrū    /f/fuṭbālāfγān d ˁaςif

  

zaipkarza ςarūz  pūṭwālāpγān zaip

  

/t ˁ/t ˁabib t ˁot ˁi faqat /q/ qila aqāħaqūq

  

 tabib toti pakat  kila āγāākūk

 . 
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 ʃـــــــــ 

98%ʃs

ʃ

ʃṣ retroflex

ʃs

ṣ ʃ

ʒʒـــــــ

ʒʒ

ʒʒ

ʒ

ʥʥ

ʥ
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