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THE ROLE OF CURRICULUM IN THE PROMOTION OF 

PASHTO LANGUAGE 
Dr.Javed Iqbal  

 

Abstract 
 

Pashto is an ancient language of a huge population of Pashtoon nation of the 

subcontinent.But, unfortunately, it could neither remain the language of power 

at any stage and era, nor,anyone monarch had paid considerable heed to the 

promotion of Pashto language at officialstage as well in 

curricula.Notwithstanding, an official status was conferred to Pashto language 

in the constitution ofmodern Afghanistan along with Persian language. While, 

similarly, it was officially used asstate language in the Swat State for a short 

period.When it comes to the British era, the colonists had too plummeted 

Pashto language in theirpower sway except for some contribution made by 

their officers.However, some candid efforts were made at personal level by a 

few eminent nationalists andscholars, particularly by Khan Abdul Ghafar 

Khan, Abdul Khaliq Khaleeq and Amir HamzaShinwari. While, at the same 

time some efforts at official level were also spearheaded bySahibzada Abdul 

Qayum and his companions for Pashto language on various stages ofeducation 

in the aforementioned region.When Bacha Khan established Azad Schools in 

the region by his personal efforts, Pashto wasthe medium of instruction in 

these schools. After the partition, Pashto had partially remaineda part of 

curriculum at different levels of government educational institutions, but still 

up tounsatisfactory level. This article represents the mentioned chronological 

scenario of Pashto language, educationand curriculum along with an analytical 

approach to show the real status of the language atvarious stages in British 

India and post-partition era. 
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"تعلیمی ادارے کی ایسی تمام سرگرمیاں اور اسکا پورا نظام جو طلبہ کی ضروری ات ، انکی صلاحیتوں اور متعلقہ تعلیمی مقاصد 

امل ہے۔")کے حصو

 

رہ کار میں ش

 

اہے۔ نصاب کے دات

 

رتیب دی ا جای

 

 (۳ل کو مدنظر رکھ کر ت

 

The total learning experience provided by a school. It includes 

the content of courses (The Syllabus),the methods employed 

(Strategies) and other aspects,like norms and values, which 

relate to the way the school is organized.”(4) 
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“The medium of instruction was Pashtu, being mother tongue; it 

received gigantic recognition from the masses. English language 

was considered as medium of civilization and Urdu as a 

sophisticated communication languagein those daysInitiating 

Pashtu as medium of instruction was the first ever example, in 

any kind of institution in the history of the province. Education 

in the maternal language not only enhances the conceptual 

learning, but to create, develop and invent new things and 

theories.”(5) 
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 9، صفحہ 4102، نصاب سازی و انسٹرکشن، زی 

2 Braslasvsky, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/curriculum 

2 Muhammad Sohail khan, Dr., Bacha Khan vision of alternative education, Bacha 

Khan chair, Abdul Wali Khan University Mardan, January 2018, P-88.  
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