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Abstract: 

Khushal Khan Khattak, a prominent classical Pashto poet, national 

leader, intellectual, national champion, and master of both the pen and 

the sword, was deeply acquainted with the cultural codes, leadership 

principles, and social regulations of Pashtun society. He had a 

profound understanding of his community and its socio-political 

dynamics. Through his extensive literary contributions, Khushal Khan 

not only elevated the status of the Pashto language making it 

competitive with other classical languages—but also enriched Pashto 

literature with a lasting and comprehensive literary heritage. 

Khushal’s commitment to Pashto and to the Pashtun people was not 

merely personal; his entire family valued knowledge and education. 

Both men and women in his lineage followed his intellectual and 

cultural path. As the founder of a unique literary style and school 

during the classical period of Pashto literature, Khushal Khan inspired 

numerous followers. 

His deep observation of the environment in which he lived is evident 

in his poetry, which frequently reflects societal issues. There is 

scarcely a social topic that Khushal Khan did not address through 

verse, revealing his profound engagement with the moral, political, 

and cultural life of his people. 
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