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Exploration of the Metaphor of the Nightingale in Rahman Baba’s Poetry
Bakht Ullah(Dawar)*

Abstract:
This research article explores the metaphor of the bulbul (nightingale) in
the poetry of Rahman Baba, one of the most celebrated and spiritually
profound poets in Pashto literature. The study examines how Rahman
Baba employs the image of the bulbul not merely as a bird of melody, but
as a deep symbol of human and divine love, passion, and spiritual yearning.
The bulbul, in his verse, becomes a poetic voice of the soul that sings out
its longing for union with the Beloved — a union that transcends the
boundaries between the earthly and the celestial.
Through the recurring imagery of the bulbul and the gul (rose), Rahman
Baba creates a rich symbolic universe in which the relationship between
the lover and the beloved mirrors the mystical connection between the
human heart and the Divine essence. This metaphorical expression serves
as a reflection of Sufi philosophy, emphasizing inner purification, divine
affection, and the journey of the soul towards enlightenment.
Furthermore, the research highlights that Rahman Baba’s poetic vision
builds a bridge between the aesthetic beauty of nature and the
metaphysical dimensions of Roshani — the philosophy of inner
illumination and spiritual awareness. His use of natural imagery, especially
the bulbul, reveals how nature becomes a means to express mystical
truths and the eternal search for divine union. Thus, in Rahman Baba’s
poetry, the bulbul stands as a vibrant emblem of love, longing, and
spiritual awakening, harmonizing the visible beauty of the natural world
with the invisible light of divine reality...
Would you like me to make this version formatted for journal submission
(with keywords, background statement, and research significance)? That
would make it publication-ready.
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