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Arzani Kheshgi and his Brothers in the Annals of
Roshanite Movement

Saidul Amin Ahsan Kheshgi

Abstract: The political fall of Lodi dynasty (1451-1526), and subsequent rise
of Mughals (1526-1857), caused decentralization of Pashtuns, and struggle for
their political survival was inevitable. Amongst the perceptible repercussions, the
Sixteenth-Century Koniguram-based religious cum political Roshanite Movement,
was the one that the shrewd Mughals tackled tactfully. Years of seclusion and spir-
itual experiences motivated Bayazid Ansari alias Pir Roshan (1519-1577/78) to
establish his school of thought, the Roshania, and to rapidly gain ground in width
and breadth. While attracting the brilliant minds, the charismatic mystic, compelled
Mullah Arzani Kheshki (1523-1619); an encyclopedic theologian, man of letters,
and the pioneering associate of the movement, to leave along with his brothers Mul-
lah Umar and Mullah Ali, for Waziristan to join the group. Reportedly, Arzani was
deputed to India afterworlds, while his brothers preferred staying here. An attempt
has been made in this paper to shed light on the lives of Mullah Arzani Kheshki,
and of his brothers, and their association and role with and in the movement.

Keywords: Mullah Arzani, Haalnam-e-Bayazid, Bayazid Ansari, Akhund Dar-
weza, Mullah Ali Kheshgi, Mullah Umar Kheshgi
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The mausoleum of Shah Arzani, who is held in great reverence by both Hindus and
Muhammadans, is situated in Mohalla Dargah, South of Sultangunge, about two
miles east of Gola. Shah Arzani died in 1028 AH (1619 AD) [16]
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"In all these expeditions there is no doubt that Babur’s armies were greatly strength-
ened by tribal contingents supplied by the Yusafzais and other tribes with whom
he contended or negotiated around Peshawer.Of this one clear instance can be
given.The so called Kasuria Pathans who inhabit in the country on both banks of
the Sutlaj South of Lahore are of the Khweshgi section of Muhammadzais.They
have a clear tradition that they marched from Peshawer in Babur’s armies,and
were granted lands I the Central Punjab in jagir as a reward for their support to
the conqueror".[24, p164]
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The Afghans of Qasur belong mostly to the Khweshgi clan,whose eponym appears
to have flourished in the eleventh century. Their original home was the valley of
Arghasan in the province of Qandhar... After the battle they looked round for a
place wherein to settle and ultimately decided to settle down at Qasur. [25, p454]
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