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Specific Pashto Phonemes: An Analytical Study 

 

Dr. Faqir Muhammad  

Dr. Ferkhanda Liaqat 

 

Abstract:  
Language is collection of sounds and their number in all 

languages might be as many as they should be but the phonemes are 

very specific and  are numbered quantitatively  in comparison with 

other sounds of a language .These sounds( phonemes) are very 

essential for a language as they provide with  ways and means of 

writing and speaking correctly. Phonemes are never thought to be 

meaningless as they are very decisive in imparting and conveying 

message accurately. They, when are shaped up as words, turned out to 

be called graphemes. In these Pashto phonemes four are specific 

phonemes I.e. څ،ځ،ږ،ښ ،Khyal Bukhari,Dr Khalid Khan Khattak, 

Perishan Khattak do not consider them phoneme and are of the 

considered opinion that phonemes represent other Pashto dialects like 

Yousafzai and Kandahari as substitute, and are made for addressing 

the dialectical variations. It is strived in this paper to prove in 

accordance with the principles of Phonetics that these particular 

words or sounds are separate phonemes, and are pronounced very 

accurately by speakers of different tribes. They have their specific 

sounds and point of articulation and are different from the substitute 

sounds.     

Key words :Pashto Specific Phonemes, Graphemes, Dialectical Variations, 

Phonetics, Point of Articulation. 
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 ۱۲۔

۔

 ۱۳۔

 ۔

 سيف يخاص ايما سےقاض يک يسلطان محمود کے زمانے مين اس کے وزير حسن ميمند“

 يک يب مين حسب ذيل کاروائيترت ياورحروف تهجي ک يتوجه ک الله  نے ادهر

 هے  لئے  جا ئين يکهلات يا تازي يجمله حروف غزب۱  

 لئے جائين  يپ ، چ ، ګ به يحروف مختص به فارس

 ا ۔يخاص اوازو  کو حسب ذيل اشکال سے تعبير ک  ۳

 ۱۴” )څ ، ځ ، ډ ،   ړ  ، ڼ ، ږ ، ښ  ، ګ  اس تر تيب نے خاص رواج پايا 
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Point of Articulation 
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