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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

258 5las

Dr. Bushra Ikram*

ABSTRACT:

Culture is a combined word for the customs and traditions, beliefs and
superstitions, dresses and ornaments, foods and delicacies and the
whole life style of a nation. Language, beliefs, symbols, values and
norms are the key elements of a culture. In all these elements
language is the most important element of a culture. A language is not
only a repository of a culture but also a strong tool for the
transmission of a culture from one generation to another. The lexes of
a language reflects the whole life structure of a people. Many customs
and traditions and material objects are preserved in different genres of
folklore of a language. Similarly the geographical location, flora and
fauna, science and technology and behaviors of people effects the
language also. This paper is an attempt to show a very strong
relationship of Pashto language and culture.
Key words: language, culture, folklore, linguacultural.
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“The ideas, customs and social behaviors of a particular people or
society is called culture.”®
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“The customary beliefs, social forms and material traits of a racial

religious or social group also the characteristics features of
everybody existence shared by people in a place or time.”*
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“The way of life of a particular péople especially as shown in their
ordinary behaviors and habits, their attitudes towards each other and
their moral and religious beliefs.”®
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“The ideas, customs, skills, arts etc. of a people or group that are
transferred communicated or passed along as in or succeeding
generations.”®
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“Culture is learned and shared within social groups and is conveyed
by non-genetic ways.”’
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“It is a response to three sets of needs, the basic needs of the
individual, the instrumental needs of the society and the symbolic
and intellectual needs of both the individual and the society.”®

Sl g8 3 2e L0050 Sk ) 2 W55 ,0 ded (552 13 b
S g 0 ] 95 3 sl Wassr2 S (g s w2
- L5902
P PR COMR KPP
“Culture is not only information about diverse people and their

practices but also and most important as the contextual framework
that people use to exchange meaning in communication with others

and through which they understand their social world.”®
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“Culture 1s that complex whole which includes knowledge, beliefs,
arts, morals, law, customs and habits and any capabilities acquired
by man as a member of society.”°
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“Culture is the total of the inherited and innate ideas attitude, beliefs,
values and knowledge comprising or forming the shared

formulations of social action.”
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“Culture encompasses the total range of activities and ideas of a
specific group of people with common and shared traditions which

are conveyed, distributed and highlighted by members of the

group.”2
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“Culture not only reflects the real world around human and their
living conditions but a nations social consciousness means thinking,

lifestyle, traditions, value systems and world view.”
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“The method of human communication either spoken or written,

consisting of the use of words in a structured and conventional
914
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“A systematic means of communicating ides or feelings by the use
of conventionalized signs, sounds, gestures or marks having

understood meaning.”*®
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“A language is a system of communication which consists of a set of
sounds and written symbols which are used by the people of a

particular country or region for talking or writing.”16
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“A purely human and non- instinctive method of communicating
ideas, emotions and desires by means of a system of voluntarily
produced symbols.”*’
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“After a speech is fully fashioned to the common uﬂderstahding and
accepted by consent of a whole country and nation, it is called a

language. »18
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“Knowledge of rules and prinéiples and of the v;/ays of saying and
doing things with sounds, words and sentences, rather than just
knowledge of specific sounds words and sentences.”°
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“A systematic, conventional use of sounds, signs or written symbols
in a human society for communication and self- expression.”%°
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“Language is a system of arbltrary signs which is accepted by a
group and society of users. »21
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“It is true that there are various forms or culture preservation like

architecture, painting music etc. However language is the most

dynamic of them all.”??
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“Every system of storing uses language, be it drama, prlnted books
proverbs, symbols or music. It has been constant Endeavour of
human beings to gain more knowledge about this world. Languages
make this possible by providing a medium to express reason and
make sense of human perceptions.”?
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“Friedrich calls, (lingua culture) a neologies intended to capture the
fundamental facts that culture is a part of language just as language
is part of culture.”?*
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“In Kinship systems language is relate to thought through the ways in
which the use of terms like father or older brother reflect how
people behave toward these people.”?
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Language is the repository of the history of a people. It is their
identity, oral testimony in the form of sagas, folktales songs, rituals,
proverbs and many “other practices provide us with a unique view
of our world and a unique canon of literature.”?®
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“Physical environment surrounding a particular society innately gets
reflected in its language.”*
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“Hard it was to see each other. Harder still to part. The east wind has
no force. The hundred flowers wither. It’s difficult far to meet and to
part. The east wind too weak to revive flowers dead.”®!
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“It is the vocabulary of a language that most clearly reflects the
physical environment of its speakers. We might to a large extent
infer the character of the physical environment and the
characteristics and the culture of the people making use of it.”%2
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) ' Be all at sea

Know the ropes

Between the devil and the deep sea
Get one’s sea legs
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“The culture of a people finds reflection in the language they
employ because they value certain things and do them in a certain

way they come to use their language in way that reflect what they
value and what they do.”%*
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“Dictionaries can tell us the literal translations of words but they
can’t tell us what those words mean within their cultural
surroundings. For all words have at least two meanings, their
denotative meaning which is the word itself as well as their
connotative meaning or cultural meaning.”*
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“It is a key to the cultural past and a guide to the cultural
reality.”3®
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“Language does not exist apart from culture that is from the socially

in herited assemblage of practices and beliefs that determines the
texture of our lives.”*
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