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History of Mardan: A Research Review 

Ruhma Naz  

Abstract 

This study explores the historical development of Mardan, one of the most 

significant regions of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. This research investigates 

Mardan’s geographical, political, and cultural importance in the historical 

evolution of the Pashtun tribes. This study analyzes the role of the 

Yousafzai settlement, tribal organization, and regional power dynamics 

that shaped the district’s historical identity. Particular attention is given to 

the interaction between local tribal traditions and broader political 

developments in the northwestern frontier. Using a qualitative and 

historical research approach, the paper evaluates different interpretations 

of Pashtun history and its relevance to understanding Mardan’s past. This 

study concludes that Mardan occupied a central position in the socio-

political history of the Yousafzai Pashtuns and emerged as an influential 

center of cultural and historical significance in the region. 
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"Gandhara, the Peshawar Valley, was the point d'appui of the White Huns or 

Ephthalites in their invasion of North India. There are literally thousands of 

Gujars in the villages of Swat, Dir, and Mardan today; one of the largest of 

all villages in the Yusufzai Samah of Mardan is named Gujar Garhi."  2  
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  :کېدل مېشته کښې )سمه ( مردان په او هجرت يوسفزو د
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  (    .

"At any rate it was to Ulugh Beg II that the Yusufzais and other 

Khakhay clans paid their addresses in Kabul…Ulugh Beg II was ruler 

of the city… the Yusufzais were largely instrumental in raising him to 

the throne, and supporting him in his sovereignty over a difficult 

country. On first accession Ulugh Beg treated these tribes with 

marked distinction; he was indeed dependent on their assistance for 

the support of his throne, but … they insulted Ulugh Beg's authority, 

plundered his villages, and even filled his capital with tumult and 

confusion'. Ulugh Beg, whose power was now strengthened by the 

accession of many Chaghatai Turks who flocked to his standard, 

resolved to rid himself of these turbulent allies…" 3  
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 " The date of Shaikh Mali's distribution is not accurately stated; we only 

know it took place after the battle of Katlang and apparently during Ahmad's 

lifetime… The great stretch of territory, with all its complications of 

mountain and valley, and Shaikh Mali's close definition of inter-tribal and 

intersectional boundaries, which persists today, suggest that the work must 

have occupied at least five and perhaps as much as ten years. The whole of 

the present Peshawar and Mardan districts north of the Kabul River, part of 

Bajaur, Panjkora, Swat, Buner, and the adjacent Indus Valley, were surveyed 

- a circle of territory about a hundred miles in diameter, including a tangle of 

mountains and valleys at elevations between 1 ,000 and 10,000 feet. The 

survey and distribution was a remarkable achievement, and its decisions 

have on the whole stood the test of time. It bears all the marks of careful 

thought and organization, down to the twigs in every tribal tree; and the 

strength of tribal tradition, together with all the evidence of the impress of a 

master-mind, leave no doubt that the event is an historical process which 

took place about the time claimed for it. "
4  
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"This is the route which the Mughal army sought to take in 1586 and, less 

capably commanded, met with disaster." 7 
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" This very freedom, enjoyed over the centuries by the heart-lands of the 

Pathan, denies to the enquirer all the usual raw material of history. " 
8 
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"But there are other advocates on whom the debaters in the hujras of 

Peshawar and Mardan still rely, interpreters of Pathan lore though 

not themselves Pathans." 12 

 (Conclusion) پایله
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