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A Critical Analysis of Symbolism in the Short Story The Burnt Jujube Tree 

 

Muhammad Roidar  

Dr.naveed jamal  
Abstract 

This study explores the definition and conceptual dimensions of symbolism as an 

important literary device and examines its artistic use in Dr. Muhib Wazir’s short 

story Swazedley Bera (The Burnt Jujube Tree). In literature, a symbol is a word, 

object, or character that conveys meanings beyond its literal sense and represents 

broader intellectual, emotional, and social realities. Unlike metaphor, which is 

generally based on resemblance and observation, symbolism is rooted in 

knowledge, consciousness, and cultural associations, enabling a single image to 

embody multiple layers of meaning.

The study argues that Swazedaly Bera is a highly symbolic narrative in which the 

“jujube tree” represents the Pashtun homeland and its collective resources, while 

the character of “Baba” symbolizes a sincere leader concerned with the survival 

and welfare of his people. The “yellow parasite” signifies destructive internal and 

external forces that gradually weaken the nation, and the “honey” and “bees” 

symbolize shared heritage, collective struggle, and common assets. Through 

these symbols, the story presents themes of national identity, exploitation, 

disunity, and the need for collective consciousness. 

The analysis concludes that Dr. Muhib Wazir employs both individual and 

conventional symbols with remarkable artistic skill. His symbolic technique 

enriches the narrative with intellectual depth and semantic multiplicity, allowing 

the story to communicate complex socio-political realities in a concise yet 

powerful form. Thus, Swazedaly Bera stands as a significant example of modern 

symbolic fiction in Pashto literature. 

Key words:Symbolism, Short Story, Swazedaley Bera, Pashto Fiction, Pashtun 
            Homeland, Collective Consciousness, Literary Criticism, Pashto Literature 
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